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The Juniper Creek Townhome Association (JCTA) strives to maintain the appearance and curb appeal of our community.  It encourages the conservation of all trees and vegetation in our community.  Given the many benefits of trees and the value they add to our community, the JCTA Tree Maintenance Policy is established to provide guidance in maintaining the trees of JCTA.  It will also serve to protect infrastructure and reduce risk to persons and property.

Section 1: Tree Maintenance

a. An annual inspection (ANSI A300 Level 1) may be conducted, as determined by the JCTA Board, by a Certified Arborist to address hazards and overall tree health in the community.  Based on this, certain trees may be identified for more detailed evaluation of a tree’s health and potential hazard.

b. All tree pruning shall be done in accordance with ANSI A300 Standard Practices.

c. Selective thinning may be done to allow for maximum tree performance.  Where crowding exists and thinning is recommended, smaller trees shall be considered for removal first.  Selection of trees to be considered for removal shall be made in coordination with a Certified Arborist.

d. Every effort shall be made to leave the understory area of established trees undisturbed.  Protection of tree roots within the dripline of trees during landscaping projects or construction work is essential.  If this is not feasible and construction/landscaping projects cannot be modified to protect the tree roots inside the dripline, then the tree shall be considered for removal per section 2 of this policy.

e. An annual inspection may be done, as determined by the JCTA Board, to identify dead/broken limbs over dwellings, driveways, and walkways that may cause safety hazards.  This will also include limbs touching dwellings in a manner causing damage or that appear likely to cause damage to the dwelling.  Owners may also report such situations to the Board via the Property Manager.  

Section 2:  Tree Removal
Tree removal will be a last resort if it is determined that treatment to restore the health of the tree is not viable or if an imminent danger exists.  In all cases of tree removal, the resulting stumps shall be ground and the residual surface leveled to blend with the surrounding area, and the affected area covered with pine straw.  All tree removal shall be done in accordance with ANSI A300 Standard Practices.
a. Trees deemed dead, dying, diseased, or hazardous may be authorized by the JCTA Board for removal at any time.  A Certified Arborist may be consulted before any healthy tree is removed.

b. Homeowners requesting a tree to be removed shall fill out and submit a Modification Request form to the JCTA Board.  The Modification Request form will be reviewed by the Board, and a decision to remove or not shall be determined by the Board based on the guidelines within this policy.  If approved, the tree removal will be completed at the homeowner’s expense and liability.  (see Also paragraph 2.c below.)

c. Trees in close proximity to dwellings shall be considered for removal if such trees are impacting (or are projected to impact) dwelling foundations.  Identification of such problem trees may be made by the homeowner or through routine inspection by the JCTA and/or a JCTA-employed Certified Arborist.  Removal of such trees shall be at JCTA expense.

d. For vehicular/pedestrian safety and root/pavement/walkway interference, all trees within 3 feet of the pavement/walkway, as measured from the edge of the pavement/walkway to the nearest point on each tree trunk, shall be considered for removal.  Any tree that is more than 3 feet away from the pavement/walkway, but the roots of which are impacting (or appear likely to impact) the pavement/walkway, also shall be considered for removal with JCTA Board approval.  Such removal will be accomplished prior to commencement of street resurfacing.

(Notice to Homeowners Regarding Liability:  Property damage caused by above-ground portions of trees typically is covered by property insurance.  The JCTA carries property insurance on all common property.  Property damage caused by tree roots typically is not covered by property insurance but generally is treated as an “act of nature” event similar to storms, flooding, etc.  The JCTA does not carry property insurance to cover tree root damage to either common property or private residences.  Homeowners are encouraged to review their property insurance policies.  The JCTA will make reasonable effort to protect all property from tree root damage.)

e. Root pruning of trees that are causing or projected to cause damage to pavement/driveways/walkways is not considered part of routine maintenance practices at JCTA.  Root pruning may be considered on a case-by-case basis where patching of street surface is to be done prior to overall resurfacing.  In lieu of root pruning, the subject tree may be considered for removal per paragraphs 1.b, 1.d, and 2.d above.

Section 3:  Tree Planting

a. A homeowner who desires to plant a tree shall request approval from the JCTA Board by filling out a Modification Request form and returning it to the Board for review.  A decision to plant or not shall be determined by the Board based on the guidelines within this policy.

